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Happy New Year! 

I hope this message finds you well and off to a wonderful start in 2026.

We closed out December with a very successful Youth Program theater performance. After
four months of learning about theater, acting and dedicated rehearsals, our youth truly
shined on stage. Their hard work, creativity and enthusiasm were evident, and we couldn’t
be prouder of what they accomplished.

In addition to performances, we host a monthly “Fun Night” here at the Art Center for our
youth. January’s fun night was filled with games, a movie, drawing and creative art projects,
along with snacks and prizes. These evenings give our young artists, ages 9-17 years old, a
chance to connect, create, and simply enjoy being part of our arts community.
Our art groups and Camera Club continue to thrive, offering so many opportunities to
learn, grow, and explore creativity together. There is truly something for everyone at the Art
Center, and we are grateful for the continued support and participation from our
community.

If you have any interest in joining one of our groups or would like more information, please
feel free to contact us at artcenterofcitruscounty@gmail.com or call our box office at 352-
746-7606.

Next up in our theater for the 2026 season is the “Miss Magnolia”, a Senior Citizen Pageant.
Performances run on weekends through February 1st, and we invite you to come enjoy this
delightful production.
Please feel free to stop by and visit. We’d love for you to meet some of our wonderful
volunteers, explore the Art Center, and see firsthand all that’s happening here.
Thank you for being part of the Art Center of Citrus County. We look forward to an exciting
and creative year ahead.
 
Warm Regards,
Karrie Bailey
President
Art Center of Citrus County 

Welcome  and Happy New Year!

mailto:artcenterofcitruscounty@gmail.com


The theatre is having a roaringly funny 
time with "The Miss Magnolia Senior 
Citizen Beauty Pageant." This is the 
third installment of the Four Old Broads
 series and they are back at it again. 
Some of the shows are almost sold out 
so get your tickets quickly before you 
miss out! The show ends on Feb 1  .st

 

Our next play "Squirrel Lake", has their auditions set for Jan 30  at 2pm and
Feb 2  at 6pm. They need a cast of 3 females and 4 males for this hilarious
show. Melanie Burkhardt is directing.
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We are always looking for more volunteers to usher, do concessions, box office
or work backstage. Have you ever wanted to learn to do sound or lighting? We
can train you! Click on the volunteer button on our website and let us know
what you would be interested in helping out with.

Thanks,
MaryBeth
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MaryBeth van Sickle
Performing Arts Chairperson

Theatre News

On Sunday, January 18  the author Leslie Kimbell stopped in
to meet the cast and crew and watch the show. She gave it an
A+ rating. (Left photo) Julie Imbrogno, Chris Venable, Mary
Ellen Craver and Sharon Vetter portray the old broads. Photo
by Margo Wilson

th,

Rehearsals are in full swing for our next musical "Lucky Stiff"
and it's going to be a funny show with some great songs. It's
set in the 1980s so ladies- break out those shoulder pads and
find your Aquanet. Men- ready to rock those Zubaz again?
Tickets are on sale now.



What an exciting way to kick off the New Year at the Art Center! Our artists,
members and guests have been busy creating, painting en plein air, volunteering,
and enjoying inspiring field trips. The energy and creativity flowing through our
space has been truly wonderful to witness.
A heartfelt thank-you goes out to our incredible volunteers who help make it all
possible: Lenore Hotchkiss, Mary Mae, Deb Newman, Angela McMurray, Barbara
Vermeer, Henry Van Hewewin, Cindy Lyskawa, and Chris McKinney.Your time, talent,
and dedication do not go unnoticed.
Nature Coast Exhibit III is a vibrant and inspiring showcase of local and regional
talent, beautifully reflecting the depth and diversity of creativity within our artistic
community. This exhibit features 48 artists and nearly 100 pieces of artwork—once
again making the judging no easy task! We were honored to have the talented Kim
Shields serve as our judge. His thoughtful evaluations and generous
encouragement were deeply appreciated. Kim reminds artists at every level to keep
drawing, painting, and submitting their work—his opinion, he humbly shares, is just
one voice among many.
Congratulations to all the artists who entered and to those who earned ribbons! We
invite you to stop by the Art Center and experience this amazing exhibit in person.
(Winners are featured on pages 6–8.) Looking ahead, Nature Coast Exhibit IV, our
next juried show, will have artwork take-in on February 25, with the Reception and
Awards on February 27 at 6:30 PM.

Our annual Holiday Marketplace raised $250, from the modest entry fees and a
small donation going to the Art Center. Thank you to all the volunteers and
especially the vendors who showed up and showed off! We had a great audience
turnout with beautiful talent!

The creative adventure continues with several engaging workshops on the horizon,
including Cards 4 Cause on January 24 (open to members and guests—please
RSVP), Lunch & Learn on February 11 and March 11, and an Art & Yoga Workshop on
February 22. Be sure to check out the flyers on pages 14–15 for details.
We are also exploring new and exciting workshop opportunities at the Art Center. If
there’s a medium or class you’d love to see—acrylic, oil, mixed media, or beyond—
please reach out to me at 423.605.4719. And if you know professional art
instructors with a strong following, feel free to share my information with them. I
am currently accepting proposals.
Now go create something! 🎨✨
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Visual Arts

Loretta Bell
Visual Arts Chairperson



The Arts Center Shutterbugs are off to an energetic and inspiring start to 2026, with a full
calendar of outreach, education, and creative exploration.

We kicked off the year by participating in the Parks and Recreation Recreation Outdoor Expo,
where members had the opportunity to connect with the community, share their passion for
photography, and introduce new audiences to the Shutterbugs camera group. It was a
wonderful way to spread awareness about our mission and invite others to join us behind the
lens.

Education continues to be a cornerstone of the Shutterbugs program. January launched our
workshop series with an “Introduction to Your Camera” session designed to help
photographers of all experience levels better understand their equipment and gain
confidence in using manual settings. Due to strong interest, additional workshops are already
scheduled for February and March, giving even more members and community participants
the chance to build their skills.

First Place

Third Place

Your paragraph text
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AC Shutterbugs News

We also embraced the creative side of photography
with our first field trip of 2026 to McKethan Lake, where
members explored nature photography, composition,
and storytelling through images. These outings not only
strengthen technical skills but also foster camaraderie
and inspiration among our photographers. Even more
exciting—monthly field trips are now scheduled
throughout the year, offering regular opportunities to
capture the beauty of our region and beyond.

Whether you are a seasoned photographer or just learning how to use your camera, the Arts
Center Shutterbugs welcome you to be part of this growing, creative community.

Interested in joining us? Keep an eye on the Arts Center calendar for upcoming workshops,
meetings, and field trips. Or shoot me an email at accameraclubnews@gmail.com.

Arts Center Shutterbugs Focus on Growth,
Learning and Community in 2026



We bid goodbye to 2025 at our fabulous Christmas potluck, demo and workshop with Kim Shields.
His workshops are always so much fun! And, what a start to January we had! Our meeting was
overflowing, and Lionel Sanchez’ 2-day workshop was another winner!

Your paragraph text
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Deb Newman
President, CWS

The icing on the cake for January was the exhibit at The Art Center. Thank you to the 21 artists who
participated! Many of the winners were first time exhibitors and had been reluctant to enter but came out
on top! (not pictured, Dori Sullivan and Judi Tintera). Exhibiting not only showcases your talents, but also
gives the community exposure to our organization, while supporting the operating costs of the Art Center.
It’s all connected. You’ll want to plan for intake on February 25th from 10-1 to see what all the excitement is
about. If you have questions, let me know @DebNewman57@yahoo.com. Refer to the Art Center’s website,
where you’ll find the Nature Coast Exhibit Prospectus.
Once you have a couple months of exhibiting under your belt, you’ll be comfortable with the process and
be ready to WOW the community in June at our Invitational Exhibit & Sale. We’ve been honored by the Art
Center by this invitation. Let’s showcase our work and show the versatility and wonder of watercolor.
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Acrylics and Oils

1  Placest

“Cosmic
Phoenix”

Artist:  
Leslie White

JANUARY 2026

www.artcenterofcitruscounty.org

Art Center News

Nature Coast Exhibit III Winners

Best of Show

“Homesick”
Artist:  Lionel Sanchez

2  Placend

“Delightful
Dahlias”

Artist:
Barbara
Vermeer

3  Placerd

“Nesting Gulls”

Artist: Nancy Smith

Honorable Mention
“Windmill Deket”

Artist: Henry VanHewein

People’s Choice

“The Scent of Memory”

Artist: Mary Mae James



Your paragraph text

Photography
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Art Center News

Mixed Media

2nd Place

“French Toast”

Artist: 
Geri 

Pennington

1st Place

“In Love”

Artist:
Carmella

Thompson

3rd Place

“My Favorite
Walking Hat”

Artist:
Catherine
Sullivan

Honorable Mention
“Watercolor Salvages”

Artist: Judi Tintera

 

tercolor and Mixed Me

1  Place st

“Natures Artwork Painted in Leaves”
Artist: Judy Boyd

2  Placend

“Dream
Weaver”

Artist
Donald Kurts

3  Placerd

“Ha Ha 
Funny”
Artist:

Michelle
Seith

Honorable Mention

“Wanna Be Friends”

Artist:
Joan Dias 



Your paragraph text

Nature Coast Exhibits coincide with plays, Member fee to exhibit: $15 for two
pieces, Non-member: $30 for two pieces. See Prospectus on website for
details 
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2nd Place “Blue Heron”
Artist: Curt Bond

1st Place  “Avenue of Oaks”
Artist: Theo Van Eldik

3rd Place
“Manja Afghanistan”

Artist: Ed McHale

Honorable
Mention

“Take a Peek”
Artist:

Dori Sullivan

 

tercolor and Mixed Me

Honorable Mention
“Tired of Flight Delays”

Artist: Aileen Croly 



Your paragraph text
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Art Center News

A Huge Thank You 

Theatre Foyer Artist: Lenore Hotchkiss  

A lifelong artist and photographer, Lenore has been showing in galleries and
exhibits for years, has been published in books, magazines and newspapers and
has done commissioned work for nature centers. She's a conservation
photographer and a Florida Master Naturalist, having moved from the mountains
of Colorado to Florida full time last year.  Her current work on display
encompasses mixed media, a technique of painting and creating various materials,
then combining with paint on wood panels. Everything from pieces of rock to
burlap can be found in these paintings.



Oil Painting Group,
Artist: Barbara Vermeer

DAAP'ers (Drawing & Acrylic 
, Struttin' 

Portrait Painting Group - Title: 
Citrus Watercolor Society
Artist: Yolanda Barreto Bosques

Art Center Shutterbugs
Photo by Mary Beth Miklos

 
Title: Sunflower, watercolor

by Judi Miller 

Acrylic painting by Leslie White.

Watercolor Group,

Friday 

Tuesday

Monday 

Wednesday 

Thursday 

Monday Shutterbugs 

We Paint- Title: Caroline
Chickadees, Pastel by

MaryAnn Sciavillo-Lopez 

Artist Group Wall

Citrus Watercolor Society 
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Community & Camera Club Events 

The Camera Club
exhibited at the Parks &

Rec Outdoor Expo 
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Your paragraph text

Models 
Needed! 

The Portrait Group meets on Fridays
@ 9:30 am at the Art Center. All are
welcome. $5 fee (goes to pay model)
They are looking for models to pose
for the group. Call John Bescher at
352 220 8530 or email
n4dxi@aol.com.
t

mailto:n4dxi@aol.com
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Sponsors

Own a business and
want to be a sponsor
of the Art Center?
Call 746- 7606 and
ask for Dianna to get
info so your business
can be advertised
here and at the Art
Center!
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Upcoming Events

A few upcoming events open to the
community!  

$5members $10/non 
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Upcoming Events

$5members $10 non-members 

New 
Life 

Drawing
Group 

First meeting with live model, Sat.,
Feb. 28, 9:30 am - 1 pm. Any

medium, bring your own supplies.
Small fee to pay model. Contact 

Kim Shields for details,
kimshields4fws@gmail.com or

Loretta Bell, 423.605.4719
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